ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
Microfinance refers to loan; saving, insurance, transfer services and other financial products targeted at low levels clients. Microfinance in India is mainly provided through Self-Help Groups (SHGs), Microfinance Institutions (MFIs) and some other methodologies. The network of many financial institutions like public and private sector commercial banks, co-operative banks, regional rural banks (RRBs) and MFIs is used to provide microfinance services to the poor people. Microfinance programme claims to provide the poor an access to capital and give them opportunities to climb the economic ladder. Microfinance, by its name refers the whole journey of financial and non financial services which covers skill up gradation, entrepreneurship development rendered to the poor and needy people for the purpose of enabling them to overcome poverty. National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) defines microfinance as: "provision of thrift, credit and other financial services and products of very small amounts to the poor in rural, semi-urban and urban areas for enabling them to raise their income levels and improve living standards" (NABARD, 2001) . SHG is a registered or unregistered voluntary association of poor people of 10-20, from the same socio-economic background, involving primarily in saving and credit activities. It can be all women members group, all men members group or even a mixed group. SHG are also popularly called as DWACRA groups after the programme i.e. development of women and children in rural areas. However, over 90% of these are women members group. Savings, loans, loan-repayments are taken care of at the group level. These groups are in turn linked to a financial or a micro-finance institution for sourcing of additional funds as well as depositing their savings. Best examples of this type of technology are the Self-Help Group Bank Linkage Programme in India, the Programme Hubungan Bank Danksm (PHBK) project in Indonesia, and the Chikola groups of K-REP in Kenya (Satish 2005).
SELF HELP GROUPS (SHGS) IN HARYANA
In Haryana, total rural population was 15868322; total no. of rural households 3159222 and a total no. of BPL household were 858389 in 2007. There are various microfinance schemes such as Sampoorna Gramin Rojgar Yojna (SGRY), Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP), District Rural Development Agency (DRDA), Mewat Area Development Project (MADP), Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) and Non Government Organizations (NGOs). In Haryana, Microfinance is promoted under different programmes/projects by various departments and agencies such as the Women and Child Development Department (WCDD) has promoted Self Help Groups under the Programme 
Department of Rural Development
District Rural Development Agency (DRDA) has been the principal authority at the District levels to overseas the implementation of various poverty alleviation programmes. The department of rural development, Haryana implemented many programmes in rural areas with the help of state government for the purpose of poverty alleviation, women empowerment, rural and poor development etc.
Swaranjayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana/ National Rural Livelihood Mission (SGSY/ NRLM)
SGSY/NRLM is a major on-going programme for the generation of self-employment of the rural poor people so that they can enhance their living conditions. Initially, the IRDP was launched during the year 1978-79 in 39 blocks and later on scaled up in all development blocks in 1980. Table 6 shows the financial and physical performance of IRDP in Haryana state. 
NABARD's SHG-Bank Linkage Programme (SBLP) in Haryana
In our economy, women constitute about fifty percent of the total human resources. However women are the more deprived and underprivileged than men as they are subject to many socio-economic and cultural constraints (Lakshmi and Vidivalagan, 2012) . The Self Help Group movement has flourished and spread out in India on account of the success of NABARD pilot project in 1992 and the main focus has been given on Self Help Group as a reliable instrument for women empowerment in the 9th five year plan (Ghadge, 2014) . SHGs-Bank Linkage Programme is emerging as a cost effective mechanism for providing financial services to the "Unreached Poor" (Shivakumar and Prabhakaran, 2012) which has been successful not only in meeting financial needs of the rural poor women but also strengthen collective self help capacities of the poor, leading to their empowerment.
In Table 10 shows the total number of SHGs formed under SBLP and total amount which was disbursed to the members. It also explained the refinance amount for the period of 1996-2013. In the year of 1997, only 7 groups were formed which increased to 42580 up to the year of 2013. (Table 12) .
SCRIA (Social Centre for Rural Initiative and Advancement)
SCRIA is a community based organization working in the southern Haryana. SCRIA has been promoting microfinance through its Samridhi programme. SCRIA's Samridhi programme acts as an umbrella for promotion of rural entrepreneur and fair trade, micro credit support and rural crafts activities. In 1997, SCRIA formed the Shakti Parishad for women to come together for helping other women fight for their right and dignity. In the reporting period the outreach for intensive activities was in nearly 1200 villages in the districts of Rewari, Mahendergarh and Jhajjar in southern Haryana up to 2012. Since 1979, it has been covered 1213 villages including 937 Sangathans and 9633 members. The total numbers of loan was 6126 and amount disbursed was Rs. 64730000. The main IGAs were agriculture, livestock related, trading and production related activities.
Mewat Development Agency (MDA)
To deliver social and economic justice to the backward and under-privileged sections of society, the Government of Haryana created the Mewat Development Board (MDB) in 1980. Since 1995, the MDA has been implementing the Mewat Area Development Project (MADP) in collaboration with International Funds for Agriculture Development (IFAD). MDA started its operations with the objectives to improve the economic and social well-being of the Meo community, to promote gender self-reliance on a sustainable basis and to broaden the range of economic opportunities available to the community. The initial period of the Project was seven years, effective from 1995-96 to 2002 -2003 . However, it was extended up to 31st March, 2005 . Having been encouraged with the performance of SHGs, the project period was extended for another three years. During the period of the Mewat Area Development Project (IFAD) . In last 12 years SPYM has formed more than 1000 all-women SHGs. Training has been provided to more than 15,000 SHGs members, Panchayat representatives and other stakeholders. Table 13 shows that a total of 3251 SHGs were formed as on December, 2013. These groups comprise 40183 members. Out of total groups, 1680 groups were benefited. The total saving amount was Rs. 13.75 crores and total SHG loan amount was Rs. 57.65 crores. It is observed from the table that in Punhana there was maximum SHGs in comparison of other blocks in Mewat district. It was followed by Firojpur Jhirka, Tauru, Nuh and Nagina. Additionally, the matching grant was Rs. 1.01 crores and the total amount of Group Development Funds (GDF) was Rs. 95.18 lakh.
CONCLUSION
The progress of microfinance programme in the state of Haryana was slow in initial stages when the movement was started. But now it has taken a considerably growth in mostly backward areas of Haryana. It is taking many shapes in this state as microfinance movement is promoting by different organizations and agencies under different programmes and schemes. In Haryana, it was implemented at later stage. Out of all programmes, SGSY/NRLM and SBLP of NABARD has shown major growth in the number of SHGs formed and loan disbursed. It also proved beneficial for improving the living standard of rural poor. In Mewat district, both MDA and SGSY/NRLM is doing well for enhancing the living standard of poor and raise them above poverty line. SGSY mainly focused on BPL families and MDA focused on women empowerment. The results of these organizations are very appreciable and encouraging. Also, some NGOs are working in this area. There is no doubt that microfinance has positive impact on income and employment level of rural poor people especially women in Haryana. Despite all, there is also a need for some innovative policies/strategies and initiatives to be taken in this region regarding microfinance programme so that rural poor can enhance their level and for the betterment of their livelihood. These initiatives should be based on inclusive development.
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